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The MUST BOOKS through early April 





The books for which there is a readymade market seem to be conspicuously lacking 
during this period. The new Kathleen Norris, WALLS OF GOLD, which Doubleday has 
I, scheduled for March the 8th, is of course a sure bet for the Norris fans and the 
circulating libraries. You know your own market there.... From the books to te 
published during these weeks there are four, which by their intrinsic worth, should 
be "must books" and seem safe bets for every break the trade can give them. 


March 1 
Rawlings, Marjorie Kinnan SOUTH MOON UNDER Scribner 


(Mentioned in the last issue as a book to watch out for). It is a really 
significant and deeply moving story of poor whites in the Florida "scrub", Almost 
one feels a kinship with the Chinese peasants of THE GOOD EARTH in a fundamental 

._.. quality in these people, primitive in their mode of life, in their emotional re- 
actions, in their slow thought. Far removed indeed from the perverts who seem to 
abound in most of the "modern writing" that has come out of the deep South. Here 
is realism without sordidness, poetry and rhythm and a tenderness that never once 
verges on sentimentality. A book for which we prophesy a permanent place in 
American expression. Sell first as a good tale, beautifully told, with roots deep 
in the American soil, but without any consciousness of making an offering to the 
god of Americana. Then sell to the discriminating reader who seeks sheer beauty of 
expression. The choice of this book as the March Book-of-the-Month promises a 
good send-off. | $2.00 


March 15 
James, Will . ALL IN THE DAY'S RIDING Scribner 


James has built up a sure following, not only among lovers of the West in 
fiction, but among sports enthusiasts and horse lovers. This new volume presents 
Will James, the artist, in his best medium, black and white line, and in close to a 
hundred vigorous sketches we find some of the finest work he has done. Parts of the 
text have appeared in periodicals; the rest in new material. The whole pictures the 
cowboy - 1933 model - at home, at work, at play. Amusing yarns of men and horses, 
adventure, and an authentic picture of behind-the-scenes at a Rodeo. There is some- 
thing that will appeal to the readers who fell for Hemingway's DEATH IN THE AFTER- 
NOON, which should bring in a new public. Easy selling, to young and old. $2.50 


March 22 
& White, Stewart Edward RANCHERO Doubleday 


& book that's a sure bet for the Coast, and a safe enough gamble the 
country over. In its predecessor, THE LONG RIFLE, Stewart Edward White set a new 
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high water mark, and this book should appeal to the same readers, and add to the 
ranks those who crave a glamorous story, against a romantic setting, with a healthy 
admixture of hair-breadth adventure. Andy Burnett, one of the scouts in the earlier 
book, is the connecting link. In this volume he has made his way, alone, through 
the mountains to the coast; and Southern California, in the '40's and still under 
Mexican jurisdiction, was a setting which demanded quick wit and a graceful tongue. 
Just how Andy got in and out of hot water, and how romance entered his life makes a 
delightful tale. A crowded canvas this, with adventure and romance and the sparkle 
of fiesta in a luxurious Spanish hacienda. Not, perhaps, as important a book as 
THE LONG RIFLE, but a very cherming one, and should sell well. $2. 50 


April 3 


Zweig, Stefan ‘MARIE ANTOINETTE Viking 


Not "just another Marie Antoinette" but the Marie Antoinette of all time, 
A well-nigh flawless biography, on which you can bet your last throw. It makes 
every book ever written about that ill-fated young queen seem pallid, prosy, un- 
inspired in contrast. A superb piece of writing, this book is also an amazing 
psychological study, a scholarly handling of source material, much of it new, and a 
dramatic etching in of a background that would seem to be hackneyed from overuse, 
but that seems fresh and exciting in a master hand. One reads old facts with 
breathless absorption. One sees old episodes with fresh understanding. Sympathetic 
enough and yet detached, this reconstructed portrait of Marie Antoinette will stand 
out, etched sharply against the inadequacy of previous efforts. The selection of 
the Book-of~the-Month Club, of uncertain date, the publication may be postponed. 
Notice later. $3.50 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
Fiction 





March 1 
De La Roche, Mazo EXPLORERS OF THE DAWN _ Knopf 


A reprint of a book by the author of JALNA, a book that has been too long 
out of print, and which deserves a wider public than it secured at the time it was 
issued, in 1922. A story that suggests Kenneth Grahame's GOLDEN AGE and DREAM DAYS, 
written with a keenly sympathetic understanding of small boys and their own world, 
and with rare humor and unconscious charm. Sell to the De La Roche readers, with 
an explanation of its departure from the JALNA tradition; and to those who hold a 
brief for Grahame, for the Walpole of JEREMY, and for the Kipling of — ae 


March 9 
Uzzell, Thomas H., Editor SHORT STORIES OF THE YEAR Harcourt 


Should appeal to a wider market than the somewhat esoteric collection of 
prize winning stories. These stories are selected for the most part from magazines 
frowned upon by highbrows, - Argosy, Short Stories, Cosmopolitan, Colliers, and so 
on. Most of the stories belong to the red—blooded action stories type; the psy- 
chological studies are few. Consequently, the appeal is to men readers, perhaps, 
more than to women. $2.00 
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Farrow, Jom LAUGHTER ENDS ; Harcourt 


With the South Seas to the fore, this story of Tahiti may have a sale. It 
is, however, a not particularly important book, rather artificial, colorful, roman- 
tic and unconvincing in its plot. It is a story of mixed blood, of crossed civiliza- 
tions, of a conflict between the generations. Possibly too dependent on atmosphere 


to create a lasting illusion. Sell to those who like Fanny Heaslip Lea. $2.00 
April 3 
Freeman, H. W. POND HALL'S PROGRESS Holt 


A saga of the passing of the independent farmer in rural England. Not up 
to JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN, but with wider appeal than DOWN IN TH VALLEY. The 
marriage of the central character to an Italian peasant, with whom he fell passion- 
ately in love during a boring sick leave after the war, introduces a sharply di- 
vergent note. The conflict of races, the struggle between the two generations, the 
all permeating sense of inherited traditions and the demands of the soil, make a 
closely interwoven fabric for a rather bitter tale. One feels the resentment in 
the triumph of the city and modernity, and the book ends on a note of cynicism, 
scarcely saved by a sentimental twist. $2.50 


Colby, Merle NEW ROAD Viking 


Colby's first book, ALL YE PEOPLE, created more stir than the usual first 
novel, and this book fulfils the promise of the earlier one. It is a vigorous 
pioneering story, with a new setting and a new theme, - Ohio in the 1820's, and the 
birth of a town, from the chance accident of a bogged wagon, an early blizzard, and 
two stranded travelers, a man and a woman. From such an inauspicious beginning 
comes the new town, with the seething activities of land grabbing, petty politics, 
conflict of personal ambitions. Sell as a good, vital story, without a prepond- 
erance of sex, and with a certain amount of historical and social importance $2.50 


Herbst, Josephine PITY IS NOT ENOUGH Harcourt 


A story of carpetbaggers, following the Civil War, and of a youth, un- 
believably innocent and gullible, the "tool" of politicians, who is left to hold the 
bag when the shady dealings are exposed. Good material there, for a fine novel, but 
in its handling it seems overwrought, padded and slow moving. Miss Herbst is an 
able writer, and her work will bear watching, she may do something important later 
on. But this book does not succeed in holding the interest, and that is, after all, 
the acid test. ? $2.50 


April 5 
Kelland, Clarence Buddington THE GREAT CROONER Harper 


The subject matter of this story - the rise and fall of a radio star - 
and the gentle spoofing of the radio industry, make timely appeal and should catch 
the interest of the populace. The story moves along easily, there is love interest 
and a new turn to the success pattern, and the book should be easy to sell and easy 
to rent. But it falls far short of being "the great American novel". Nor has Mr. 
Kelland made the most of some highly entertaining situations. Not as amusing as 
SPEAK EASILY, but will appeal to a wider audience. $2.00 
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April 6 







Farrell, M. Je POINT TO POINT Farrar 






The book challenges favorable comparison with the ever-delightful stories 
of Somerville and Ross. It measures up to these past masters of the Irish hunting 
and racing story with better grace than do most of the books put out under that 
cloak.... And it has the added advantage, from the sales viewpoint, of being a novel, 
not a collection of short stories. The setting is an Irish country house. There is 
a steeplechase and there is a fox hunt, written by one very evidently in the know. 
For people who ride, who have ridden, or who think they would like to ride - and 

who have a fellow feeling for Irish humor and courage. $2.00 










April 13 







Stout, Rex FOREST FIRE Farrar 










A puzzler, Rex Stout. The man can write, that is sure. But he seems un- 
able to keep away from a morbid twist, an introduction of a pathological phase, no 
matter how inappropriate. Can you imagine anyones making perversion, even a trend 
of imagination, convincing in the person of a robust fire patrol chief, in regard 
to one of his young workers. Well, it isn't convincing. But aside from that, it 
is a good story, not so good as HOW LIKE A GOD, nor so poor as SEED ON THE WIND. 
And the background of the wooded section where forest fires may sweep the mountains 
bare is an interesting setting. Not an easy book to sell. $2.50 
















King-Hall, Stephen BUNGA-BUNGA : Norton 


A bit too British in its type of humor as well as in its setting. A 
satire on English diplomatic life in a South Sea island, where a new governor was 
sent to break up the night life. A book that just misses being very amusing, but 
even at that it has enough fun in it to afford a relief from some of the heavier 
literature of the day. Not universal enough to catch the Wodehouse crowd, nor 


















naughty enough to appeal to the Thorne Smith addicts. $2.00 
April 26 
~-9 
Cunningham, Bugene BUCKAROO Houghton 


A blood and thunder western, Texas at its lawless worst, and the Texas 
rangers at their miracle working best. Plenty of action, a touch of mystery, suffi- 
cient of romance, and an authentic historical background for those who want their 
Westerns guaranteed. Vigorous dialogue and better done than the average western. 





$2.00 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS : 
Non-Fiction 
March 8 
Gibbs, Sir Philip | THE WAY OF ESCAPE Harper 


A challenge to the younger generation is this new book by the author of 
NOW IT CAN BE TOLD and SINCE THEN. For the man-in-the-street, Gibbs has a faculty 
for presenting facts, ~- be they historical, economic, analytical, ~ in vigorous, 
_ dramatic form, straight from the shoulder. There is nothing new, however in the 
record he here presents. He has more competition than once he had, and the "way 
out" that he suggests is not particularly convincing. He dramatizes the futility 
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of war and its aftermath; he pleads for immediate action to prevent its recurrence 
towards which he thinks the world is hastening; he suggests certain specific read~ 
justments, territorial, diplomatic, financial and economic; he amplifies his fa~ 
vorite project for colonization of the empty spaces of the British Empire under a 
government controlled form of socialization. His approach is frankly the lay 
approach. His style is easy and direct. A good general survey and introduction to 
world problens, in conservative vein, for those who have read little else. Would 
not particularly interest readers who have been following more radical thinkers. 


$3.00 
Avril 
None of these titles have exact dates. 
Douglas, Norman LOOKING BACK Harcourt 


A book for the discriminating reader with somewhat precieuse taste, and 
for the Norman Douglas fan, but not for the average reader, A unique method has 
been used for building a many patterned and fugitive picture of his colorful life, 
but the result is not wholly satisfactory. In fact, at times, it is so artificial 
that it becomes exceedingly annoying. Douglas has taken from the bowl that held 
them, the calling cards of a generation's accumulation, and has filled in the. back~ 
grounds of these casual acquaintances, few of them people who entered very deeply 
into his own life pattern. One gets, as a result, a sense of confusion, of un- 
related facts and personalities, and only in retrospect do the pieces fall into 
any form or continuity. There are, of course, brilliant flashes of a vivid person- 
ality, exquisite bits of writing, and the fascination of a jigsaw puzzle in the 
many colored pieces. But it is not a popular autobiography and should be sold with 
that in mind. $3.50 


Evans, John Henry JOSEPH SMITH: An American Prophet Macmillan 


One supposes that Mr. Evans is a Mormon. Else how could he have brought. 
together so much material from the sources of the Mormon Church. But there is in 
this book, an amazingly unpartisan approach, a detachment from personal bias, which 
makes for coldness, perhaps, and a balanced weighing and sorting of facts, as 
opposed to misconceptions and legend and tradition. He has a subject here which 
should have made exciting reading, the life of one of America's most picturesque 
figures. Though the substance is there, and the book will be valuable chiefly for 
the student of comparative religions and the seeker after knowledge of strange fig- 
ures in our national background, the spark of life seems lacking, the approach 
seems labored. One part of the book deals with the life of the founder of Mormonism; 
the balance, with an appraisal and elucidation of the philosophy and a presentation 
of extracts from Joseph Smith's writings. Not for general sale. $4.00 


Winning, James R. BEHIND THESE WALLS Macmillan 


A very sensational and almost morbidly enthralling picture of prison life 
from the inside, the writer being a prisoner confined in a state penitentiary of the 
old school (unfortunately, not as yet extinct). Compare this with the book of 
kindred theme, reported on in the last issue of the Broadcast (PRISON DAYS AND NIGHTS, 
published by Little, Brown) and one feels that though this book has better sensation- 
al news value, that it is more personal in its attack, and that it deals with details 
of frightfulness, rather than with their psychological effect on the inmates. It 
suggests a similarity to the conditions described in ANN VICKERS, and for that very 
reason should be easy to sell. The other book is, however, more constructive, more 
thoughtful, more dispassionate. This is for the scandal monger; the other for the 
socially minded individual. $2.50 
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Tschiffely, A. F. TSCHIFFELY'S RIDE Simon & Schuster 





A unique sort of travel book, and one that is particularly entertaining 
reading in connection with Andre Siegfried's IMPRESSIONS OF SOUTH AMERICA (reviewed 
Sélow). It is a fascinating personal narrative, an account of a ride which lasted 
uver two years, which took the author through steamy tropical jungles, over 16,000 
Toot Andean ranges, across deserts, and through the midst of savage tribes. From 
Buenos Aires to Washington he went, with two Argentine horses as comrades; ten 
thousand miles in the saddle} Gifted with a keen power of observation, with a syn- 
pathetic interest in his fellows, and with a rare devotion to his almost human com- 
panions, the two horses, Tschiffely has told a romantic and adventurous tale, and 
told it simply, without using any of the usual trimmings for creating atmosphere. 

A book for armchair travelers, for lovers of horses, for readers interested in study- 
ing social aspects of the widely scattered and virtually uncivilized peoples who 
make up a large section of our South American neighbors. $3.00 












May 11 







Siegfried, André IMPRESSIONS OF SOUTH AMERICA Harcourt 





Presented here, ahead of schedule, because of the interesting contrast of 
this study of South America, made by a brilliant interpreter of the modern world, 
with the intimate picture reviewed above. A brief book, this, touching only the 
high spots and general features of social, political and economic life in the larger 
South American Republics. Gives a valuable survey of the forces responsible for the 
political instability; of the economic past, present and future; ofthe points of 
view of these Latins; and of the racial elements which go to make up a disintegrated 
whole. One feels, in reading the two books in juxtaposition, that Tschiffely, in 
his contacts with the remote and scattered communities, and with the solitary in- 
habitants of the wilds, has presented a problem that even Siegfried, trained ob- 
server that he is, could not get from his visits to the political centers of the 
republics. One book should sell the other, if presented to the interested customer 
as balancing each other. $2.50 


























The Games of the Month 





THE INNER SANCTUM PICTURE PUZZLES Simon & Schuster 


Probably these are no longer news, but - in case you have missed them, 
here are jigsaw puzzles for the sophisticates, based on pictures drawn for the 
purpose, by noted artists in the modern mode. Difficult enough to be absorbing, 
entertaining enough to strike a really new note. 


OOMPAH! 7 by William Steig 
PHEK-A-BOO0! by Peter Arno 
ANIMALS IN A SPEAKEASY, by Tony Sarg 
KING ON ROLLER SKATES , by Otto Soglow 


Each containing over 300 pieces, attractively boxed, priced $1.00 each. 


Foster, Frank P, WHO'S THIS? Century 


| 
How well do you know the details of the lives and personalities of famous 
people? Here is a new game book built up on the unfailing interest in the human 
@ factor. It is impossible to foretell the public reaction to games, but try it for 
yourselves, and watch its public. wie 00 
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Mysteries and Thrillers 





They seem to have gone on strike, or perhaps we "crowded the mourners" 
last time. Watch out for TH® FATE OF JANE MCKENZIE, by Nancy Barr Mavity, 
(Doubleday, $2.50) which promises to be in the limelight, 


COME INTO THE GARDEN? 


Two interesting projects are in the wind for March, which should help 
focus attention on garden books. Forewarned is forearmed, and you may get a break 
by knowing the ins and outs ahead of the game. The first project is the first of 
the American Book Councilor Booklists, and is planned by the Joint Board of Pub- 
lishers and Booksellers as an incentive to speed up the sale of staple stock. The 
booklists, each month a new subject, are planned for distribution to bookshop cus- 
tomers. No publisher has a finger in the pie, in so far as selection of titles is 
concerned. That is being engineered by Baker & Taylor, who are basing their selec- 
tions on sales records and checking the lists with experts and with AL A booklists. 
The first list is to be on Gardening, and a sample is enclosed. Full data about 
costs will reach you through the A B A, so watch your mails. Meantime, look over 
the enclosed list. It looks pretty sound, and is vouched for by garden enthusiasts. 


The second proposition is to be launched by Dodd, Mead, to stress the fact 
that they have taken over the selling end of the De La Mare Garden Books. They are 
planning a window contest, between March 15th and April 15th, as an introduction of 
this important list to a wider public than it has known to date. They are offering 
for the best window a first prize of $50, a second prize of $25, and five third 
prizes of $5 each, In addition they will pay $2 for every photograph submitted, 
not receiving one of the above prizes. The photograph must be at least five inches 
in one dimension. The prizes are, naturally, only for windows confined to De La 
Mare Garden Books, though any other materials dealing with gardens may be introduced 
in any way desired. Direct information will be sent you from Dodd, Mead. 


Meantime, to facilitate your plans for this contest, we have asked Mr. De 
La Mare to select for us what he is calling "The One-Foot Shelf of Garden Books", 
A Bookseller who is also a practical landscape architect has checked the list 
(indicated by stars) for a smaller garden library. 


* Hottes, Alfred C. THE BOOK OF PERENNIALS $1.50 
* Hottes, Alfred C. THE BOOK OF ANNUALS 1.50 
* Hottes, Alfred C. 1001 GARDEN QUESTIONS ANSWERED - paper 1.50 
cloth 2,00 

+ De La Mare, A. T. Ed. GARDEN GUIDE paper 1.00 © 

\ cloth 1.50 
Hottes, Alfred C. THE BOOK OF TREES 3.00 
Hottes, Alfred C. THE BOOK OF SHRUBS 3.00 
Cridland, Robert B. PRACTICAL LANDSCAPE GARDENING 2.50 
Sawyer & Perkins WATER GARDENS AND GOLDFISH 1.50 


Holmes, Eber ROSE GARDEN PRIMER 1.75 
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Thornton, Archie ROCK GARDEN PRIMER $2.00 










Weston, T. Ae ALL ABOUT FLOWERING BULBS 2,00 







Hottes, Alfred C. A LITTLE BOOK OF CLIMBING PLANTS paper 1.50 
cloth 1.75 






Hottes, Alfred C. PRACTICAL PLANT PROPAGATION 2.00 


















Wilkinson, Albert E. PRACTICAL VEGETABLE CULTURE 2-00 





Pellett, Frank C. FLOWER OF THE WILD 2.00 


New Garden Books That Look Promising 








February Publications 


Stevens, G. As CLIMBING ROSES $2,000 Macmillan 
Fox, Helen Morgenthau GARDENING WITH HERBS 3.50 Macmillan 
Sudell, Richard THE NEW GARDENING ENCYCLOPEDIA 3.75 Scribner 
Symons=Jeune, H. Be NATURAL ROCK GARDENING 3.50 Scribner 
April 12 
@ Robbins, Leonard H. CURE IT WITH A GARDEN 275 Houghton 


Books On Flower Arrangement 





February 


Cary, Katharine T. & | 
Nellie D. Merrell ARRANGING FLOWERS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR .3.50 Dodd,Mead 





Hine, Mrs. Walter R. THE ARRANGEMENT OF FLOWERS 2e D0 Scribner 


